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given their lives for this country. There are
many, many more Americans who have
served this country who have risked their lives
for this country. Many have come home
wounded and disabled. We owe them all a
debt we can never begin to repay. It's my be-
lief, though, that we should remember them
and honor them as best we can for what
they’'ve done. That's why, when | learned
about Bob Harbula and George Company’s
service in the Korean War, | felt it was only
right that | share their story with you and have
it included in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Mr. Harbula has spent much of his life trying
to call attention to his brothers in arms—the
Chosin Few—so | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the bravery and tremendous
sacrifices of Bob Harbula and the men of
Company G, Third Battalion, First Marine
Regiment for their heroic service in the Korean
War. God bless them, and God bless every-
one who serves or has served our nation in its
armed forces.

———
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Office Specialist Debbie D. Wold
who is retiring after nearly 25 years of service
to the City of Fairfield.

Debbie was hired on August 21, 1989, as a
Public Service Clerk for the Investigations Bu-
reau. In 1992, she was reclassified to Tran-
scriber and received a Department Com-
mendation for her outstanding ability to com-
pletely and accurately transcribe complex po-
lice reports and interrogations in 1996.

On November 19, 1999, Debbie was pro-
moted to Office Specialist and has provided
superior administrative support to the Inves-
tigations Bureau, Training Unit, and Support
Services Division over the years. Debbie re-
ceived numerous commendations from co-
workers and citizens for her teamwork, cus-
tomer service and friendly demeanor. Debbie
was also selected as the Police Department’s
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Employee of the Quarter for July-September,
2011, and the Police Department’s Employee
of the Year in 1996 and 2011. Debbie is
known to be reliable, detailed-orientated, and
provides high quality of work.

Debbie has been a valued employee and
her commitment to the City of Fairfield and its
constituents was evident on a daily basis. She
is admired for her hard work, dedication, and
selfless contributions.

Debbie has been a valued employee and
her commitment to the community was second
to none. Debbie was a loyal representative of
the City of Fairfield and admired for her hard
work, dedication, and positive work ethic.

———————
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the Golden Anniversary of
the Fairbanks North Star Borough. In 1901,
during the midst of the Alaska Gold Rush, the
first pioneers settled on the banks of the
Chena River on the land that would become
the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The dis-
covery of gold created a population boom in
the region, and the town of Fairbanks was es-
tablished. In 1963, the Alaska Legislature
passed the Mandatory Borough Act requiring
that the most populated areas in the state join
together to form organized borough govern-
ments. Fairbanks students won a competition
to name the borough the North Star Borough,
and in 1966, the name was officially changed
to the Fairbanks North Star Borough. Over the
last 50 years, the Borough has grown tremen-
dously to become the second largest commu-
nity in Alaska with a population of over
100,000 residents, and is commonly referred
to as the “Golden Heart of Alaska.” The Fair-
banks North Star Borough has managed a
unique juxtaposition by retaining the small-
town pioneer quality that existed in the early
1900s, yet thriving with a modern and youthful
spirit stemming from the economic opportuni-
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ties in the area, as well as being the home of
the University of Alaska Fairbanks campus.

After the gold rush, the next economic boom
in the region was the discovery of oil in
Prudhoe Bay on Alaska’s North Slope. Fair-
banks North Star Borough was the closest
large town to the project, and as a result, con-
struction on the Trans-Alaskan Pipeline began
in 1974. The pipeline was completed in 1977,
traveling over frozen tundra, the boreal forest,
800 rivers and streams, three major earth-
quake faults, and three rugged mountain
ranges. The exploding construction of the 800-
mile pipeline brought more than 30,000 job
opportunities to Fairbanks over the years.

Today, the Borough is home to many Alas-
kans, Military Servicemen and women sta-
tioned at Ft. Wainwright Army Base and
Eielson Air Force Base, and the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, enrolling 10,800 students
annually. Ft. Wainwright and Eielson AFB’s
strategic locations and Fairbanks’ uniquely
harsh climate prepare units to deploy any-
where in the world for contingencies ranging
from humanitarian relief to combat operations.
Eielson AFB remains a strategic location for
refueling and North American Aerospace De-
fense Command.

On behalf of the State of Alaska, Fairbanks
North Star Borough has hosted many inter-
national sporting events such as the World Es-
kimo-Indian Olympics, Junior Olympics, and
the 2014 Arctic Winter Games. Fairbanks is
also home to the Yukon Quest, an inter-
national 1,000 mile sled dog that is considered
one of the toughest in the world.

Fairbanks North Star Borough has and will
continue to provide important energy and min-
eral resources, defense tools, and education
for Alaskans. The borough encourages vi-
brant, engaged citizens, and continues to pro-
vide for residents and businesses not only in
the State of Alaska, but in the entire United
States of America. | know that Fairbanks
North Star Borough will continue to serve as
a wonderful example for towns across the
world.

Mr. Speaker, | would like all Members of
Congress to join me in congratulating the Fair-
banks North Star Borough on its Golden Anni-
versary.
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